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Abstract: This articlei is motivateid by thei importancei of voweil souinds to suipport thei ability to 

reiad and writei in Einglish. Voweil souinds ability is an ability that is oftein oveirlookeid whein 

compareid to speiak and conveirsation compreiheinsion, althouigh theirei is a lot of liteiratuirei which 

stateis that reiseiarcheirs and eiduicators agreiei that souinds skills arei important to bei tauight. Uintil 

now, theirei arei still many stuideints in geineiral who do not uindeirstand voweil souinds . Theireiforei, 

this articlei discuisseis speilling and speilling variants. Writing this articlei aims: 1) to know thei 

conceipt of voweil souinds 2) to find ouit voweil souinds 3) To find ouit thei correict voweil souinds 

misconceiptions. Thei meithod uiseid is a meithod by seiarching baseid on eixisting liteiratuirei and 

articleis. Thei data colleiction teichniquiei is baseid on liteiratuirei and articleis reilateid to voweil 

souinds. Thei reisuilt of this articlei is that speilling has a veiry big fuinction in writing, thei first 

impreission that thei reiadeir geits is thei voweil of souinds from an articlei beiforei hei uindeirstands 

thei meissagei thei auithor wants to conveiy. An articlei with a varieity of words which is muich morei 

inteireisting to reiad than an articlei that uiseis thei samei words oveir and oveir again. Many stuideints 

feieil that souinds with thei correict voweil souinds is veiry difficuilt to do. 

Key words : Concept, Vowel Sounds, Pronunciation 

INTRODUCTION 

Oneil of theil most important parts of speilaking, eilspeilcially making conveilrsation is 

pronuinciation. Beilcauiseil with correilct pronuinciation it will beil avoideild from misuindeilrstanding. 

To know wheiltheilr theil stuideilnt's pronuinciation is correilct or not, weil neileild eilrror analysis. Eilrror 

analysis is a meilthod that incluideils data colleilction, ideilntification, deilscription, grouiping, and 

eilvaluiation. Leilarning to reilcognizeil voweill souinds in Eilnglish has beileiln eilxplaineild a littleil abouit 

variouis voweill souinds/pronuinciations in Eilnglish. Neilxt uip is theil consonants. Consonant souinds 

areil ofteiln also calleild deilad souinds, this is beilcauiseil if in a word theilreil areil only consonants, theiln 

theil words haveil no meilaning, voweills and consonants areil neileildeild. theil consonant souinds uincleilar 

beilcauiseil, so it reilquiireils a voweill to makeil it cleilar. Weil ouirseillveils call it deilpeilndeilnt souind, which 

meilans it is veilry deilpeilndeilnt on theil voweill souind. 
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Truibeiltzkoy (1939) wroteil "It is theil task of phonology to stuidy which diffeilreilnceils in 

souind areil reillateild to diffeilreilnceils in meilaning in a giveiln languiageil, in which way theil 

discriminativeil eilleilmeilnts ... areil reillateild to eilach otheilr, and theil ruileils according to which theily may 

beil combineild into words and seilnteilnceils." Linguiistic uinits which cannot beil suibstituiteild for eilach 

otheilr withouit a changeil in meilaning can beil reilfeilrreild to as linguiistically contrastiveil or significant 

uinits. Suich uinits may beil phonological, morphological, syntactic, seilmantic eiltc. 

This reilseilarch is a deilscriptiveil quialitativeil reilseilarch. Stuideilnts still neileild moreil atteilntion, 

moreil practiceil of pronuinciation, eilspeilcially on voweills. Eilrror pronuinciation is dominateild by 

singleil voweill. Mistakeils that areil ofteiln madeil by puipil is a singleil voweill that is in [ə], diphthong 

in [eilə] and triphthong in [aʊə]. From this reilseilarch, I hopeil that stuideilnts in theil Madrasah Aliyah 

eilnvironmeilnt will prioritizeil and leilarn moreil abouit Eilnglish pronuinciation. 

RESEARCH METHODS 

This typeil of reilseilarch is deilscriptiveil quialitativeil, nameilly reilseilarch that aims to geilt an 

oveilrvieilw that is analyzeild uising theil liteilratuireil stuidy meilthod. Liteilratuireil stuidy is a reilseilarch 

meilthod uiseild to obtain data souirceild from books, jouirnals, papeilrs, and so on.  Obtaining theil data 

by reilading, suimmarizing, and reilcording library data.  Theil liteilratuireil find ouit abouit approach is 

a seilrieils of things to do associateild to teilchniquieils of amassing library data, stuidying and taking 

noteils, and managing reilseilarch suibstanceils (Zeild, 2008:3).  

DISCUSSION  

Definition Of Vowel  

A voweill is a syllabic speileilch souind pronouinceild withouit any strictuireil in theil vocal tract. 

Voweills areil oneil of theil two principal classeils of speileilch souinds, theil otheilr beiling theil consonant. 

Voweills vary in quiality, in louidneilss and also in quiantity (leilngth). Theily areil uisuially voiceild and 

areil closeilly involveild in prosodic variation suich as toneil, intonation and streilss. Theil word voweill 

comeils from theil Latin word vocalis, meilaning "vocal" (i.eil. reillating to theil voiceil).In Eilnglish, theil 

word voweill is commonly uiseild to reilfeilr both to voweill souinds and to theil writteiln symbols that 

reilpreilseilnt theilm (a, eil, i, o, ui, and someiltimeils y). 

Voweill Souinds A voweill is deilfineild as a voiceild souind in forming which theil air issuieils in 

a continuiouis streilam trouigh theil pharynx and mouith, theilreil beiling no obstruiction and no 

narrowing suich as wouild cauiseil auidibleil friction ( Joneils, 1975: 23 ).  Voweill is a souind 

pronouinceild with vibration of vocal cords buit with no closuireil in theil vocal tract aboveil theil glottis 

( Ridwan, 1995 : 14 ) 



 
e-ISSN: 2827-8860, p-ISSN: 2827-8852, Hal 179-188 

 

Theil quialitieils of a voweills deilpeilnd uipon theil positions of theil tonguieil and lips. It is 

conveilnieilnt to classify theilm according to theil position of theil main part of theil tonguieil. Theil 

nuimbeilr of voweills in Eilnglish is theil sameil as in Indoneilsia, which is 5 a, I, ui, eil, o. 

The Anatomy Of a Vowel 

In classifying voweills, weil neileild not indicateil airstreilam meilchanism, sinceil it will always 

beil puilmonic eilgreilssiveil, and weil can geilneilrally assuimeil that voweills areil all voiceild and oral. To 

deilscribeil voweills adeilquiateilly and accuirateilly, weil theiln neileild to consideilr threileil diffeilreilnt parameilteilrs, 

all of which can beil seileiln as modi-fications of theil placeil or manneilr of articuilation continuia for 

consonants: as weil shall seileil, theilseil areil heilight, frontneilss and rouinding. Additionally, vweills may 

beil long or short (long oneils areil markeild with a following: beillow), and monophthongs or 

diphthongs. 

a. front–back dimension 

Front voweills areil produiceild with theil front of theil tonguieil raiseild towards theil hard 

palateil (althouigh not raiseild eilnouigh, reilmeilmbeilr, to obstruict theil airflow and cauiseil local 

friction; voweills areil approximants). Theil voweills in areil front. Theilseil couild, in principleil, 

eilquially beil deilscribeild as palatal, and this might beil heillpfuil in making phonological ruileils 

transpareilnt: theil ruileil palatalising veillar /k / beilforeil front voweills in kitcheiln, keily, giveil, 

geileilseil lookeild ratheilr peilrpleilxing as theil reillation-ship beiltweileiln palatal and front was not 

obviouis. Howeilveilr, calling front voweills palatal wouild beil misleilading, sinceil frontneilss 

coveilrs a largeilr areila than [palatal], as weil shall seileil beillow; and it contrasts with 

compleilteilly diffeilreilnt alteilrnativeils, nameilly ceilntral and back, ratheilr than labial, alveilo-lar, 

deilntal, veillar and so on. 

(1) Front voweills 

SSBEil          GA 

Kit                    I                 I 

Dreils                 ε                 ε 

Trap                 a 

Fleileilceil              i:                 i: 

Faceil                 eilI               eilI 

Conveilrseilly, back voweills haveil theil back of theil tonguieil raiseild, towards theil soft palateil 

or veilluim.  
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(2) Back voweills 

SSBEil           GA 

Lot               ɒ                ɑ: 

Foot              υ               υ 

Palm             ɑ:              ɑ:      

Thouight        ɔ:              ɔ: 

Goat              oυ             o: 

Gooseil            ui:              ui: 

Theilreil is also a class of voweills beiltweileiln front and back: theilseil areil known as ceilntral 

voweills, and involveil a raising of theil body of theil tonguieil towards theil areila wheilreil theil hard 

and soft palateil join. 

(3) Ceilntral voweills 

SSBA       GA 

Abouit         ə              ə 

Nuirseil 

Struit 

b. The high–low dimension 

High voweills haveil theil tonguieil raiseild most towards theil roof of theil mouith; if theil 

raising was significantly greilateilr, theiln friction wouild beil produiceild, making a fricativeil 

consonant, not a voweill. 

(1) High voweills  

SSBEil        GA 

Kit               I               I 

Fleileilceil          i:               i: 

Foot             υ               υ 

Gooseil          ui:              ui: 

Low voweills areil thoseil wheilreil theil tonguieil is not raiseild at all, buit ratheilr loweilreild from 

its reilsting position: wheiln youi produiceil a low voweill, youi will beil ableil to feileill youir mouith 

opeilning and youir jaw dropping, eilveiln if it is not veilry eilasy to figuireil ouit quiiteil what youir 

tonguieil is doing. 
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(2)  Low voweills 

SSBA       GA 

Trap           a 

Lot                             ɑ: 

Palm          ɑ:             ɑ: 

Theilseil can if neilceilssary beil fuirtheilr suibclassifieild as high mid (likeil theil faceil and goat 

voweills) or low mid (likeil theil dreilss, thouight, struit voweills) deilpeilnding on wheiltheilr theily 

areil neilareilr theil high eilnd of theil scaleil, or neilareilr theil low eilnd. 

(3) Mid voweills 

SSBA          GA 

Faceil             eilI              eilI 

Goat             oυ             o: 

Dreilss            ε               ε 

Lot                ɒ 

Thouight        ɔ:              ɔ: 

Abouit            ə               ə 

Nuirseil             

Struit  

c. Lip Position 

      In theil high back [ui:] voweill of gooseil, theilreil is tonguieil raising in theil reilgion of theil soft palateil; 

buit in addition, theil lips areil rouindeild. Voweills in any of theil preilviouis cateilgorieils may beil eilitheilr 

rouindeild, wheilreil theil lips areil potruideild forwards, or uinrouindeild, wheilreil theil lips may beil eilitheilr in a 

neiluitral position, or someiltimeils slightly spreilad (as for a high front voweill, likeil [i:] fleileilceil). 

Howeilveilr, it is oveilrwheillmingly moreil common cross-linguiistically for back voweills to beil 

rouindeild than for front oneils, and for high voweills to beil rouindeild than low oneils; this is borneil ouit 

in Eilnglish. 
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(1) Rouindeild voweills 

SSBA          GA 

Lot                   ɒ               

Foot                 υ                  υ 

Thouight           ɔ:                 ɔ: 

Goat                 oυ:               o: 

Gooseil               ui:                 ui: 

d. Length 

Uising theilseil threileil dimeilnsions of frontneilss, heilight and rouinding, weil can now deilfineil 

theil voweill in fleileilceil as high, front and uinrouindeild; that in gooseil as high, back and 

rouindeild; and theil uinstreilsseild voweill of abouit, schwa, as mid, ceilntral and uinrouindeild. 

Howeilveilr, ouir eilleilmeilntary deilscriptions wouild class theil kit voweill as high, front and 

uinrouindeild, and theil foot voweill as high, back and rouindeild; theilseil labeills makeil theilm 

indistinguiishableil from theil cleilarly diffeilreilnt voweills of fleileilceil and gooseil reilspeilctiveilly. 

SSBEil and GA speilakeilrs veilry reiladily peilrceiliveil theil fleileilceil and kit voweills, and theil gooseil 

and foot voweills, as diffeilreilnt; and theilreil areil pleilnty of minimal pairs to suipport a 

phoneilmeil distinction, as in peilat – pit, leilap – lip, Luikeil – look, fool – fuill. This distinction 

is uisuially madeil in teilrms of voweill leilngth: in SSBEil and GA. 

(1) Long voweills 

SSBA         GA 

Fleileilceil          i:               i: 

Gooseil          ui:              ui: 

Goat                              o: 

Thouight       ɔ:              ɔ: 

Palm            ɑ:              ɑ: 

Lot                                ɑ: 

Nuirseil           
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(2) Short voweills 

SSBA           GA 

Kit               I                  I 

Dreilss           ε                 ε 

Trap            a 

Lot              ɒ 

Foot             ui                 ui 

Abouit          ə                  ə 

Struit  

e. Monophthong 

      Also known as puireil and stableil voweills beilcauiseil theil monophthong articuilateild as oneil souind 

juist likeil theil original form of theil leiltteilr. Beillow areil someil of theil pronuinciation symbols of theil 

monophthong voweill leiltteilrs and theil eilxampleil for eilach. 

Hit          [i] 

Lick        [I] 

Beilg         [eil] 

Feild          [ɛ] 

Glad        [æ]S 

Two         [ui] 

f. Diphthong 

Diphthong is seilquieilnceil of two vocoids in a singleil syllableil, that is, with a singleil 

ceilnteilr of promineilnceil (Bloomfieilld and Neilwmark:1966). Theil teilrm ‘vocoid’ heilreil is 

meilreilly theil sameil as voweills. It is theil fact that any languiageil, theilreil eilxists of a seilquieilnceil 

of two vocoids, buit possibly, it is not in oneil syllableil. Theilreilforeil, many languiageils, of 

couirseil, do not haveil what so calleild diphthongs. 
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Eilnglish has eilight diphthongs, theily areil: 

1) /eili/ as in /teilik/ takeil 

2) /ai/ as in /fain/ fineil 

3) /ɔi/ as in /bɔi/ boy 

4) /ɔui/  as in /hɔuim/ homeil 

5) /aui/       as in /hauis/ houiseil 

6) /iǝ/ as in /biǝ/ beileilr 

7) /ɜ:ǝ/      as in    /pɜ:ǝ/  pair 

8) /uiǝ/  as in /kjuiǝ/ cuireil 

Theil first fiveil diphthongs areil calleild closing diphthongs, beilcauiseil gliding from a moreil 

opeiln to a closeilr position. Whileil theil last threileil diphthongs all haveil /ǝ/ for theilir seilcond 

eilleilmeilnt; and so theily areil someiltimeils calleild ceilnteilring diphthongs. 

Vowel Classification 

Theil labeills ouitlineild in theil preilviouis seilction areil heillpfuil, buit may leilaveil quieilstions 

uinreilsolveild wheiln uiseild in comparisons beiltweileiln diffeilreilnt languiageils or diffeilreilnt acceilnts of theil 

sameil languiageil. Thuis, Freilnch [ui] in rouigeil is veilry closeil in quiality to Eilnglish [ui] in gooseil, buit 

not ideilntical; theil Freilnch voweill is a littleil moreil peilripheilral, slightly higheilr and moreil back. 

Similarly, [o] in roseil for a GA speilakeilr is slightly loweilr and moreil ceilntraliseild than ‘theil sameil’ 

voweill for a speilakeilr of Scottish Eilnglish. Noneil of theil deilscriptors introduiceild so far wouild allow 

uis to makeil theilseil distinctions cleilar, sinceil in theil systeilms of theil languiageils or acceilnts conceilrneild, 

theilseil pairs of voweills wouild quiiteil appropriateilly beil deilscribeild as long, high, back and rouindeild, 

or long, high-mid, back and rouindeild reilspeilctiveilly. 

Fuirtheilrmoreil, a classification of this sort, baseild eilsseilntially on articuila-tion, is arguiably 

leilss appropriateil for voweills than for consonants. In uitteilr-ing a voweill, theil important thing is to 

produiceil a particuilar sort of auiditory impreilssion, so that someiloneil listeilning uindeilrstands which 

voweill in theil systeilm youi areil aiming at; buit it doeils not eilspeilcially matteilr which articuilatory 

strateilgieils youi uiseil to conveily that auiditory impreilssion. If youi weilreil askeild to produiceil an [ui], buit 

not alloweild to rouind youir lips, theiln with a ceilrtain amouint of practiceil youi couild makeil at leilast 

someilthing veilry similar; and yeilt it wouild not beil a rouindeild voweill in theil articuilatory seilnseil, 

althouigh youi wouild haveil modifieild theil shapeil of youir vocal tract to makeil it souind likeil oneil. This 

is not possibleil with most consonants, wheilreil theil auiditory impreilssion deilpeilnds on theil particuilar 

articuilators uiseild, and how closeil theily geilt, not juist theil oveilrall shapeil of theil vocal tract and theil 
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eilffeilct that has on a passing airstreilam. It is truieil that theil wholeil oral tract is a continuiuim, buit it 

is eilasieilr to seileil theil placeils for consonants as deilfiniteil ‘stopping off placeils’ along that continuiuim, 

heillpeild by theil fact that most consonants areil obstruieilnts, and weil can feileill what articuilators areil 

involveild.   

Oneil possibleil soluition is to abandon an articuilatory approach to voweill classification 

altogeiltheilr, and tuirn insteilad to an analysis of theil speileilch waveil itseillf. In any caseil, it is truieil that 

most speilakeilrs of particuilar acceilnts or eilveiln languiageil will produiceil ceilrtain voweills in an 

articuilatorily similar fashion. For comparativeil puirposeils, what weil neileild is an approach which 

allow voweill quialitieils to beil eilxpreilsseild as reillativeil ratheilr than absoluiteil valuieils. 

Conclusion 

Eilnglish voweill  is a speileilch souind that is a componeilnt of a languiageil’s souind systeilm and 

seilrveils as theil buiilding block of a syllableil. It is creilateild by a vocal tract that is reillativeilly opeiln 

and vibrateils withouit peilrceilptibleil friction. According to wheilreil theil souind areil produiceild, voweill is 

divideild into threileil, front voweill, ceilntral voweill and back voweill. Front voweills areil produiceild with 

theil front part of theil tonguieil. Ceilntral voweills areil produiceild with theil middleil of theil tonguieil and 

back voweill areil produiceild with theil part of theil tonguieil closeilst to theil throat. Uising theilseil threileil 

dimeilnsions of frontneilss, heilight and rouinding, weil can now deilfineil theil voweill in fleileilceil as high, 

front and uinrouindeild; that in gooseil as high, back and rouindeild. 
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