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Abstract. Syntactic analysis plays a very important role in understanding sentence structure in journalistic texts. 

By analyzing syntax, learners can understand how sentence elements such as phrases, clauses, and word order 

are arranged to form accurate meaning. The aim of this research is to conduct a syntactic analysis of noun phrase 

(NP) structures as they appear in BBC online news. The research subjects used in this study are six BBC news 

headlines related to natural disasters, which were selected and adjusted based on recent events that have attracted 

significant attention from various countries around the world. The results of this study show that noun phrase 

(NP) structures play a crucial role in conveying the main information in a concise and effective manner. Because 

they can present the core event, location, and severity of the disaster compactly, while also reflecting the 

characteristic style of journalistic language that maintain brevity and clarity. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

English plays a very important role as an international language because it is widely 

used in many countries and fields (Selvi & Galloway, 2024). In education, science, and 

technology, most books, journals, and global sources of information are written in English. By 

mastering English, people can access broader information, keep up with global developments, 

and communicate with individuals from different cultural and national backgrounds (Zhang, 

2023). But, to ensure effective communication, it is very important to understanding syntax, or 

the structure of sentences in English. 

Learning English syntax helps individuals construct sentences correctly, clearly, and 

meaningfully (Raihana et al., 2024). Without a good understanding of syntax, messages may 

cause misunderstandings, especially in academic, professional, and international contexts. In 

the workplace, writing emails, reports, and presentations in English requires proper sentence 

structure to appear professional.  

A noun phrase is an essential element in constructing effective and informative sentence 

syntax in English (Schwarzschild, 2006). It can be a sentence's subject, object, or complement, 

enabling writers and speakers to precisely identify the individuals, locations, objects, or 

concepts under discussion. A well-structured noun phrase helps decrease ambiguity and 

express exact meaning (Spectrum, 2025). It can include a noun together with determiners, 

adjectives, or modifiers. Sentences can become ambiguous and challenging to comprehend if 

https://doi.org/10.55606/jupensi.v6i1.6768
https://journalshub.org/index.php/JUPENSI
mailto:elwanridhontasinulingga@gmail.com
mailto:firzasakinah946@gmail.com2
mailto:radjaaffan6@gmail.com
mailto:rosantinasution1@gmail.com
mailto:salwakhumairohhasyim@gmail.com5
mailto:sitiismahani@uinsu.ac.id6
mailto:elwanridhontasinulingga@gmail.com


 

 

A Syntactic Analysis of Noun Phrase Structures in BBC Online News Headlines  

178      JUPENSI – VOLUME. 6 NOMOR. 1 APRIL 2026  

 

noun phrases are not used correctly. The simplicity and depth of information in both verbal and 

written communication are significantly improved by an understanding of noun phrases. 

Effective noun phrases help authors convey complicated ideas in a clear and structured way in 

both academic and professional settings. They make it possible to incorporate more information 

into a statement without making it too lengthy or unclear. Therefore, mastering noun phrases 

is essential to learning English grammar and enhancing language skills in general. 

Online news is a form of news presentation that is published through digital media and 

can be accessed via the internet using various devices such as computers, tablets, and 

smartphones (Färdigh, 2015). Online news delivers information quickly and up to date, 

allowing the public to follow the development of events in real time without having to wait for 

the publication of print media or television broadcasts. Online news like the BBC news have 

an important role in sharing information in the English language while demonstrating skillful 

usage of grammar, particularly noun phrases (Sathikulameen et al., 2024). The BBC news 

provides information to a worldwide audience in an understandable, organized, and accessible 

manner through news stories, reports, and instructional materials. English language learners 

can enhance their comprehension of syntax and stay up to date on world events by reading and 

interacting with such content, which allows them to see how noun phrases are employed 

naturally in context. 

Syntactic analysis plays a very important role in understanding sentence structure in 

journalistic texts (Endoo, 2024). News texts are required to convey information clearly, 

concisely, and unambiguously so that they can be easily understood by readers from diverse 

backgrounds. By analyzing syntax, readers and researchers can understand how sentence 

elements such as phrases, clauses, and word order are arranged to form accurate meaning. This 

helps reveal how journalists emphasize important information, organize the focus of the news, 

and maintain clarity in the message being delivered. Also, syntactic analysis makes it easier to 

think critically about news articles (Hasanah et al., 2024). When readers understand how 

sentences are put together, they can judge how well the language works, find any bias, and 

understand how the media uses language to report on events. Syntactic analysis is an important 

tool for language students and scholars to use when judging the quality of journalistic language 

and how it is used in public communication (Edoriv et al., 2023). Syntactic analysis is therefore 

helpful not only for linguistic comprehension of texts but also for improving media literacy 

and deeper information comprehension. 
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The aim of this research is to conduct a syntactic analysis of noun phrase (NP) structures 

as they appear in journalistic texts, particularly in BBC online news item. In order to provide a 

clear knowledge of how language is utilized to efficiently and informatively convey 

information, this study attempts to determine the forms, patterns, and functions of noun phrases 

in BBC online news.  

This study provides significant benefits for readers in developing their English 

language skills, particularly in understanding written texts such as news articles and journalistic 

writings. By learning syntactic analysis, especially the structure of noun phrases, readers can 

better understand how information is organized effectively in English (Ayu & Nurweni, 2023) 

. This understanding helps improve critical reading skills, deepen awareness of sentence 

structures, and make it easier for readers to grasp the meaning of complex and informative texts 

commonly found in academic and media contexts. 

Further, the study helps English learners and students improve their speaking and 

writing skills. Learners can create more precise, understandable, and grammatically correct 

sentences by having a solid grasp of syntactic structures. Because it promotes more effective 

English mastery, especially for academic and professional contexts where precise and well-

structured language use is crucial, this research is both theoretical and practical. 

 

2. METHOD 

This study employs a descriptive qualitative research method, The descriptive 

qualitative research method is an approach that aims to describe and understand a phenomenon, 

event, or social condition in depth based on non-numerical data (Anas, 2022), (Ionuț & 

Florentina-aurelia, 2024). Instead of focusing on measurement or statistical hypothesis testing, 

this kind of study highlights meanings, procedures, and the viewpoints of research participants. 

In descriptive qualitative research, researchers can capture reality in a comprehensive and 

contextual way by gathering data through observations, interviews, documentation, or 

literature reviews. The research results are presented in the form of systematic narrative 

descriptions to provide a clear and in-depth portrayal of the object being studied. 

The research subjects used in this study are six online news headlines from the BBC. 

This selection was adjusted to the natural disasters occurring in various Asian countries during 

this year. The data used consist of article headlines published from November 26 to December 

12, 2025. The BBC is an international news outlet that use formal, standard English, which 

makes it a good source for syntactic analysis, which is why these pieces were chosen. 
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In order to collect the data, the chosen articles were carefully examined to find 

sentences that contained noun phrases. After choosing pertinent sentences, the researcher noted 

every noun phrase and its component parts, including determiners, adjectives, nouns, and 

modifiers. To make sure that the data appropriately reflected the noun phrase structures used 

in the articles, this phase was completed in a methodical manner. 

The data analysis technique was conducted based on established syntactic theories. 

Each identified noun phrase was analyzed according to its structure and function within the 

sentence. To support the analysis, tree diagrams were used to visually represent the hierarchical 

structure of the noun phrases. This technique helps clarify the relationships between elements 

within each noun phrase and provides a clearer understanding of how syntactic structures are 

formed in BBC Online news headlines. 

 

3. FINDING  

In this chapter, the researcher presents the results of the analysis of six BBC news 

headlines related to natural disasters, which were selected and adjusted based on recent events 

that have attracted significant attention from various countries around the world. The results 

were obtained through a literature review and analyzed to achieve the research objectives. The 

main points analyzed in this study focus on noun phrase structures, such as Det, N, P,V, and 

other related elements found in BBC News headlines published from November 26 to 

December 12, 2025. 

Table I. BBC Headlines. 

No Headlines of BBC Online News Date of the News 

1 'Once in 300 years' rain hits Thai city as floods ravage South East Asia 26 November 2025 

2 Indonesia searches for hundreds missing in deadly floods 30 November 2025 

3 Sri Lanka declares state of emergency after floods and mudslides 1 December 2025 

4 Cyclone catastrophe in Sri Lanka awakens volunteer spirit 3 December 2025 

5 Death toll from devastating Indonesia floods passes 900 7 December 2025 

6 Fears grow that world's rarest apes were swept away in Sumatran floods 12 December 2025 

 

4. DISCUSSION 

A noun phrase is a group of words that functions as a noun in a sentence (Dryer, 2006). 

This phrase can serve as a subject, object, or complement. According to Dryer (2006), A noun 

phrase helps provide more specific information about a person or thing, for example through 
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adjectives, determiners, or additional modifiers. In other words, a noun phrase allows us to 

convey ideas more completely and in detail within a sentence. 

Normally a noun phrase is composed of multiple elements. First, the noun is specified 

by a determiner like a, the, this, or my. Second, a modifier gives additional information. It can 

be an adjective or an adjective phrase, like huge, red, or lovely. The head noun, which is the 

central noun of a phrase like "car," "book," or "dog," is the primary component. Lastly, there 

is a post-modifier, which is extra information that follows the noun, such a relative clause or a 

prepositional phrase, like "on the table" or "who is standing there." 

The following is an explanation of six BBC news headlines analyzed using noun phrase 

structures :  

1. 'Once in 300 years' rain hits Thai city as floods ravage South East Asia 

 

The tree diagram shows that the headline forms a single Sentence (S) consisting of a 

Noun Phrase (NP) as the subject and a Verb Phrase (VP) as the predicate. In the subject 

position, the NP is expanded into N′ (N-bar), which consists of two main elements: a Modifier 

and a N (head noun). The modifier ‘Once in 300 years’ functions to describe the intensity and 

rarity of the rain, while rain serves as the head noun of the phrase. This structure reflects a 

typical characteristic of news headlines, which omit determiners to make the sentence more 

concise and direct. 
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In the predicate position, the VP begins with the verb hits as the main verb. This VP is 

then followed by a Complementizer Phrase (CP) introduced by the conjunction as. The CP 

contains a subordinate clause that forms a second Sentence (S). In this subordinate clause, the 

subject is the NP floods, while the predicate is the VP ravage South East Asia. The NP South 

East Asia functions as the object of the verb ravage and is classified as a proper noun phrase 

because it refers to a specific region 

2. Indonesia searches for hundreds missing in deadly floods 

 

The news headline "Indonesia searches for hundreds missing in deadly floods" is a 

single Sentence (S) with a simple Subject–Predicate structure. The sentence's subject is an 

Indonesian Noun Phrase (NP), a proper noun that serves as the sentence's agent of action. This 

NP lacks a determiner, which is a common feature of headline language meant to preserve 

information clarity and brevity.  

With the primary verb searches, the sentence's predicate is realized as a Verb Phrase 

(VP). The object of the search is expressed by a Prepositional Phrase (PP) for hundreds that 

comes after this verb. The noun hundreds functions as the head noun and is semantically 

expanded by the description missing in deadly floods, which is represented by the PP “in deadly 

floods”. In this PP, deadly acts as a modifier that describes the noun floods.  



 
 
 
 

e-ISSN : 2827-8860; p-ISSN : 2827-8852, Hal. 177-187 

3. Sri Lanka declares state of emergency after floods and mudslides 

 

With a simple Subject-Predicate-Object structure, the news headline "Sri Lanka 

declares state of emergency after floods and mudslides" is a single Sentence (S). Sri Lanka, a 

proper noun that serves as the action's agent, is the sentence's subject. This NP's lack of a 

determiner reflects the succinct and straightforward tone of news headlines.  The main verb 

declares in a Verb Phrase (VP) that realizes the sentence's predicate. This verb uses the NP 

object "state of emergency" to describe the main details of the proclaimed policy. Emergency 

serves as the head noun in this NP, and the phrase "state of" expands it. Furthermore, the 

Prepositional Phrase (PP) after floods and mudslides serves as an adverbial modifier indicating 

time or cause. Within this PP, the nouns floods and mudslides are plural nouns connected by 

the conjunction and, forming a coordinated noun phrase. 

4. Cyclone catastrophe in Sri Lanka awakens volunteer spirit                          
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The news headline "Cyclone catastrophe in Sri Lanka awakens volunteer spirit" has a 

simple Subject–Predicate–Object structure and is a single Sentence (S). Cyclone disaster in Sri 

Lanka is the sentence's Noun Phrase (NP) topic. Catastrophe serves as the head noun in this 

NP, and cyclone is a noun modifier that indicates the kind of calamity. In Sri Lanka, the 

Prepositional Phrase (PP), which gives details about the event's place, further enlarges the NP.  

With the primary verb awakens, the sentence's predicate is realized as a Verb Phrase (VP). This 

verb takes the Noun Phrase (NP) volunteer spirit as its object. In this object NP, spirit functions 

as the head noun, while volunteer serves as a modifier that describes the type of spirit being 

awakened. 

5. Death toll from devastating Indonesia floods passes 900 

                      

 The news headline "Death toll from devastating Indonesia floods passes 900" is a 

single Sentence (S) with a simple Subject–Predicate structure. The sentence's subject, "Death 

toll from devastating floods in Indonesia," is a noun phrase (NP). The head noun in this NP is 

"death toll," and the source or cause of the death toll is explained by the Prepositional Phrase 

(PP) from the disastrous floods in Indonesia. In this PP, the location is indicated by 

Indonesia, and the term "devastating" serves as a modifier to describe the noun floods. The 

predicate of the sentence is realized through a Verb Phrase (VP) with the main verb passes. 

The Noun Phrase (NP) 900, which serves as a numerical complement to indicate the 

threshold that has been crossed, comes after this verb. 
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6. Fears grow that world's rarest apes were swept away in Sumatran floods    

                            

 

This sentence consists of a main clause and a subordinate clause. The main clause has 

the structure Sentence (S) → Noun Phrase (NP) + Verb Phrase (VP). The topic NP The VP 

expand indicates a rise in concern, whereas fears serves as an abstract plural noun. The overall 

social or emotional response to the incident is presented in this clause. The conjunction that 

introduces a Complementizer Phrase (CP) that contains the subordinate clause after the VP of 

the main clause. The subject of this phrase is the rarest apes in the NP globe. The determiner 

world's, the adjective rarest, and the head noun apes make up this NP. The predicate is a passive 

Verb Phrase (VP) were swept away, indicating that the action happened to the apes rather than 

being performed by them. The VP is further expanded by the Prepositional Phrase (PP) in 

Sumatran floods, which provides information about the location and cause of the event. 

Based on the analysis of six BBC news headlines related to natural disasters, it can be 

concluded that noun phrase (NP) structures play a crucial role in conveying the main 

information in a concise and effective manner. The subject NPs are generally complex, with 

the head noun expanded by various modifiers such as adjectives, prepositional phrases, and 

subordinate clauses. This pattern enables headlines to present the core event, location, and 

severity of the disaster compactly, while also reflecting the characteristic style of journalistic 

language that omits determiners to maintain brevity and clarity. 

In addition, the analysis of these findings shows that, especially in the context of natural 

disasters, the syntactic techniques used in news headlines serve to both preserve linguistic 

economy and highlight the significance and urgency of the events. The use of passive 

constructions, the absence of determiners and auxiliary verbs, and the inclusion of subordinate 
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clauses and prepositional phrases all stand out as key elements that improve the efficacy of 

message delivery. These results support the idea that syntactic frameworks in news headlines 

are essential for creating meaning, drawing readers in, and succinctly and methodically 

communicating complicated information. 

 

5. CONCLUSSION 

The results of the study indicate that the six BBC headlines related to natural disasters 

predominantly use noun phrase (NP) structures in the construction of news headlines. Some of 

the structures employed in headline formation are relatively complex; however, these structures 

enable headlines to convey core information, contextual details, and the severity of events in a 

concise and compact manner. This is closely aligned with journalistic writing conventions, 

which aim to avoid repetitive and overly lengthy wording. Several structural patterns are also 

used consistently to maintain clarity of information and to emphasize the main focus of the 

reported events.  

Based on these findings, the researcher suggests that future studies expand the scope of 

analysis by examining headlines from various news media and in different languages, as well 

as using a larger dataset, in order to gain broader insights and a deeper understanding of the 

use of linguistic structures in journalistic discourse. 
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